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FRANCE

X insisted on the definite and final (endgultig) renunciation of the
Fuhrer's claims on Alsace-Lorraine, and on the fact that no difference
of opinion separates the Reich from France. He is surprised at all
the military preparations that have recently been made in France,
and especially at the reinforcement of the Maginot Line, about which,
said he, the German Secret Service is fully informed. ^ "If this were
not the case, I beg you to believe that Admiral Canaris and his staff
might as well pack their bags (sonst konnte der Admiral Canaris mit
seinem ganzen Laden auffacken). All these measures are the result
of an active war-psychosis which is fraying the people's nerves: they
cannot fail in the long run to exhaust France, without any benefit to
her. The semi-mobilization of France, as well as that of Poland,
have not been, on our side, countered by any similar measure."

POTENTIAL MILITARY STRENGTH OF GERMANY

"All Germany's military efforts/' continued X, "are exclusively
directed towards an industrial mobilization and an intensification of
armaments. The Fuhrer has even declared that he would not hesitate
to order the cessation of the great public works in course of completion
(Berlin, Nuremberg . . .) in order to devote the country's entire
man-power and all its materials to national defence.

"Nevertheless, in the Fiihrer's intentions," said X in conclusion,
"once the Polish matter has been settled, the calling of a general con-
ference will be a possibility. To that conference Germany would come
backed by the full weight of all her military strength."
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Berlin, May 9, 1939.

THE German-Polish conflict appears to have come to a standstill
for the moment.

On May 5, Colonel Beck replied in the Diet to the speech that
Herr Hitler had made before the Reichstag on April 28. On the
same day, the Polish Charge d'Affaires in Berlin handed to the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs his Government's memorandum in reply to the
German memorandum. Each of the conflicting parties maintains its
attitude. The National-Socialist leaders announce through their Press
that they expect a gesture from Warsaw.1 On their side, the Poles
put forward the history of the German-Polish negotiations and the

xSee Borsenzeitung, May 6: "M. Beck mentioned, at the end of his speech,
the possibility of fresh negotiations. He cannot expect us, after all that has
happened, to go to him. If fresh negotiations should really take place, Germany
expects Poland to make a gesture which is in conformity with the Fuhrer's
straightforward attitude/1